
Palm Sunday 
Jesus Saves 

  
There was a tribe with a horrific infection… a medicinal remedy came …only cleaned dishes. 
This is a spiritual reality.   

Don’t just play church today. 
Don’t treat the disease with your with ignorance. 
Don’ live at a great distance from the remedy God provides for us in Himself. 
Don’t be caught in the paradox of Palm Sunday 
May you see today that Jesus truly saves. 
 

Pray 
 
Christians today all over the world celebrate Palm Sunday as a way to put aside time to focus 
on the reason Jesus came to the world.  Jesus is entering into the final week of His ministry 
before His death; we call this Passion Week. This is how we begin our holiest week in the 
church calendar.  The Sunday before Easter is called Palm Sunday because the crowds waved 
palm branches as they followed Jesus' procession into Jerusalem.  It was the time of the Jewish 
feast of Passover. Many Jews travelled to Jerusalem to celebrate this feast together. 

Matthew 21:1-11 
 
We need salvation 
People try many ways to free themselves from guilt, fear, shame, and sin. 
 Meditation- emptying    Food- gratification to discipline 
 Pleasures – no restraints  Belief - Free yourself.  Just believe something 
 No need for Salvation attitude Where does salvation come from? 
We need of a savior. (Matt. 21:5) 
Ps 118:25 O LORD, save us; O LORD, grant us success. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.                                
Hebrew- Yasa = to save, to deliver, to rescue 
The word "hosanna" comes from this Hebrew word Yasa  
The name of Jesus derives from Yashua (Savior) as does the word Hosanna. 
It is a cry to God for help, like one in deep water in fear of drowning "Help, save me!" 
This is the prayer that God will give help.  HE is the one that can save 
 On Palm Sunday they yell “Hosanna: Save us”…salvation is here 
 Jesus is the savior 
Hosanna: The oldest root of this Hebrew word is save, or one who saves, or deliverer, or 
redeemer or here is the one who overcomes the forces that destroy us.  
Shouted out, in its most primitive meaning, “save us”.  
  
There are many aspects of this story that catch me,  

      (Jesus is a king, but he rides not on a military horse but on an agricultural donkey.) 
Today we are going to look at three dilemmas the people are faced with 
and we face today.  

 
The Problem of Palm Sunday Paradox #1  Salvation from what? 
 
Romans 

It is a shout with revolutionary undertones.   
The shout became associated with Messianic hope and was used  
     in connection with the Messiah who would deliver the people from Roman rule. 

But Jesus came for a deeper salvation 



Sin 
Jesus comes to save His people from their sin, not from the Romans.  "Save us," they 
cried, but then Jesus did not set about saving them in a manner that they could 
recognize.  He did not take up a sword and send the Romans fleeing.  Instead, He went 
and had supper with His friends; He went and prayed in a garden.  John 13:1  How is 
this salvation? 

  Isaiah 59:2 & Rom. 3:23 
 
Problem of Palm Sunday paradox #2  Salvation from the lips? 
Worship and majesty 
Sunday they cry “Hosanna“   Is this just lip service? 

Coats strewn across the road: Like our use of red carpets at award ceremonies.   
The path of dignitaries and royalty is covered with something that denotes a special 
processional entrance and deep respect.   

 Jesus is worthy of your praise and your cry for help,  
but He wants real worship not non-committal . 

 
Crucify and mockery 

How is it possible that a few days later they yell “crucify”? (Not all but some did switch) 
   What is it that causes people to so quickly forget?  To change their position? 
Jesus is the tribute of the town, but days later He is executed.  
He is the charming one of the same people who will soon afterwards call for His blood.  

 
Problem of Palm Sunday paradox #3  Salvation from the heart? 
It should be no surprise to me that we are creatures who have much doubt. 
Doubt or certainty?  What is salvation truly about?   
 
What is the purpose of salvation? 
     Why the Lord brings His people out is more important than how He delivers them 

I have been a part of deliverance saving someone’s life. 
The primary motivating factor is not deliverance-  
                Even if Egypt was a spa as good as Hawaii, hunting in WI.  

The Lord would still have taken them out. 
 Fulfill the covenantal promise so that they would know intimately He is God 
The ultimate goal in salvation is to know God and  

and as a result we worship him …  
         which brings an outcome of joy and happiness. 

       The experience in salvation is knowing God. 
 
So what does it look like to be saved by God?  It is experiencing the fullness of God in: 
Crying out "Hosanna" on our lips.    "Save us... please, save us!" 

Our confidence comes from a God who refuses to save Himself, but instead saves us.  
No matter what you’ve done. No matter what you haven’t done. 

  
Heart transformation   He is the soul reviver  
 I’ve got to depend on Your strength to keep me on course 

 I know that You will be, for You are the power source 
Worship 
  
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to 
you; righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, - Zechariah 9:9 


